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and that the House of Austria had not the smallest
right to it. He recommended therefore the King of
Spain to render justice to whom justice was due, and
to assign the succession of his monarchy to a son of
France. This reply, and the letter which had given
rise to it, were kept so profoundly secret that they were
not known in Spain until after the King's death.

Directly the Pope's answer had been received the
King was pressed to make a fresh will, and to destroy
that which he had previously made in favour of the
Archduke. The new will accordingly was at once
drawn up and signed; and the old one burned in the
presence of several witnesses.

Matters having arrived at this point, it was thought
opportune to admit others to the knowledge of what
had taken place. The council of state, consisting of
eight members, four of whom were already in the
secret, was made acquainted with the movements of
the new party; and, after a little hesitation, were gained
over.

The King, meantime, was drawing near to his end.
A few days after he had signed the new will he was at
the last extremity, and in a few days more he died. In
his last moments the Queen had been kept from him
as much as possible, and was unable in any way to
interfere with the plans that had been so deeply laid.
As soon as the King was dead the first thing to be
done was to open his will. The council of state as-
sembled for that purpose, and all the grandees of Spain
who were in the capital took part in it. The singular-
ity and the importance of such an event, interesting
many millions of men, drew all Madrid to the palace,